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hood ; witness one of the village of Scanonacnrat®
[174] who, a little while before the burning of the
villages before mentioned, had seen in a dream three
flames falling from the Sky on those villages. But
the Devil had not declared to him the meaning of
this enigma; for, having obtained from the village a
white dog, to make a feast with it and to seek in-
formation by it, he remained as ignorant afterward
as before.

Lastly, when I was in the house of Louys de saincte
Foy, an old woman, a sorceress, or female soothsayer
of that village, said she had seen those who had gone
to the war, and that they were bringing back a pris-
oner. We shall see if she has spoken the truth. Her
method is by pyromancy. She draws for you in her
hut the lake of the Hiroquois;* then on one side she
makes as many fires as there are persons who have
gone on [175] the expedition, and on the other as
many fires as they have enemies to fight. Then, if
her spell succeeds, she lets it be understood that the
fires from this side have run over, and that signifies
that the warriors have already crossed the lake. One
fire extinguishing another marks an enemy defeated;
but if it attracts it to itself without extinguishing it,
that is a prisoner taken at mercy. It is thus,—to
finish my discourse, which would be too long if I
tried to say everything,—that the Devil amuses this
poor people, substituting his impieties and supersti-
tions in place of the compliance they ought to have
with the providence of God, and the worship they
ought to render him.

As regards morals, the Hurons are lascivious,
although in two leading points less so than many
Christians, who will blush [176] some day in their



